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The Fear of Man 

Proverbs 29:25 (NASB) 

The fear of man brings a snare, 
But he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted. 
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Primary school 

The fear of man is NOT: 

1.   A fear of people (Anthrophobia) 
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The fear of man is NOT: 

1.   A fear of people (Anthrophobia) 

1.  ‘ I do what I want” attitude 

Romans 12:18 

If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at 
peace with all men. 
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So...  

what is the fear of man? 
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Abram 
Saul 
Saul 
Israelites 
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Genesis 12 

10 Now there was a famine in the land; so Abram went down to 
Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the land. 
11 It came about when he came near to Egypt, that he said to 
Sarai his wife, “See now, I know that you are a beautiful 
woman; 12 and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, ‘This 
is his wife’; and they will kill me, but they will let you live. 13 
Please say that you are my sister so that it may go well with me 
because of you, and that I may live on account of you.”  
 
 

14 It came about when Abram came into Egypt, the 
Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful.  
15 Pharaoh’s officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; 
and the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house.  
16 Therefore he treated Abram well for her sake; and gave 
him sheep and oxen and donkeys and male and female 
servants and female donkeys and camels. 
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17 But the LORD struck Pharaoh and his house with great 
plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18 Then Pharaoh 
called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? 
Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did 
you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my wife? 
Now then, here is your wife, take her and go.”  
 
 

1. The fear of man will cost the people around us 
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Proverbs 29:25 (NASB) 

The fear of man brings a snare, 
But he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted. 
 
 

Abram 
Saul 
Saul 
Israelites 



22/4/2015 

9 

1 Samuel 18 
 
6 It happened as they were coming, when David returned from 
killing the Philistine, that the women came out of all the cities of 
Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, 
with joy and with musical instruments. 7 The women sang as they 
played, and said, 
“Saul has slain his thousands, 
And David his ten thousands.” 
 
 

8 Then Saul became very angry, for this saying displeased him; 
and he said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, but to 
me they have ascribed thousands. Now what more can he have 
but the kingdom?” 9 Saul looked at David with suspicion from 
that day on. 
10 Now it came about on the next day that an evil spirit from 
God came mightily upon Saul, and he raved in the midst of the 
house,... 
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2. The fear of man will keep you from Rest 

Text 
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Proverbs 29:25 (NASB) 

The fear of man brings a snare, 
But he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted. 
 
 

Abram 
Saul 
Saul 
Israelites 
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1 Samuel 13 
5 Now the Philistines assembled to fight with Israel, 30,000 
chariots and 6,000 horsemen, and people like the sand which 
is on the seashore in abundance; and they came up and 
camped in Michmash, east of Beth-aven. … 
7 Also some of the Hebrews crossed the Jordan into the land of 
Gad and Gilead. But as for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all 
the people followed him trembling. 
8 Now he waited seven days, according to the appointed time 
set by Samuel, but Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the 
people were scattering from him. 

9 So Saul said, “Bring to me the burnt offering and the peace 
offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering. 10 As soon as he 
finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came; 
and Saul went out to meet him and to greet him.11 But 
Samuel said, “What have you done?” And Saul said, “Because 
I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you 
did not come within the appointed days, and that the 
Philistines were assembling at Michmash, 
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12 therefore I said, ‘Now the Philistines will come down against 
me at Gilgal, and I have not asked the favor of the LORD.’ So I 
forced myself and offered the burnt offering.” 13 Samuel said 
to Saul, “You have acted foolishly; you have not kept the 
commandment of the LORD your God, which He commanded 
you, for now the LORD would have established your kingdom 
over Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not endure.  
 
 

3. The fear of man will rob you of your legacy 
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Proverbs 29:25 (NASB) 

The fear of man brings a snare, 
But he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted. 
 
 

Abram 
Saul 
Saul 
Israelites 
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Numbers 13: 27 - 33 

We went in to the land where you sent us; and it certainly does 
flow with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 Nevertheless, 
the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are 
fortified and very large;... 
30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We 
should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we will 
surely overcome it.” 31 But the men who had gone up with him 
said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are 
too strong for us.” …  and all the people whom we saw in it are 
men of great size.  
 
 

4. The fear of man will keep you from the place of blessing 
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Numbers 14 

28 Say to them, ‘As I live,’ says the LORD, ‘just as you have 
spoken in My hearing, so I will surely do to you; 29 your 
corpses will fall in this wilderness, even all your numbered 
men, according to your complete number from twenty years 
old and upward, who have grumbled against Me. 
 
 

No community 
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Proverbs 29:25 (NASB) 

The fear of man brings a snare, 
But he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted. 
 
 

Abram 
Saul 
Saul 
Israelites 


