
THE COURTS 
OF CONTEMPT

numbers 12



LET EVERYTHING THAT HAS BREATH
PRAISE THE LORD!

Psalm 150:6



UNSATISFIED

UNREALISTIC

UNAPPRECIATIVE

[ ACTION REPLAY ]



With the number of disciples was increasing, the 
Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the 
Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked 
in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all 
the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for 
us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to 
wait on tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men 
from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and 
wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them…”
ACTS 6:1-3

The heart of a complaint is 

NEGATIVE
The heart of good feedback is 

POSITIVE



CRITICAL SPIRIT
COMFORT

CONSEQUENCES
COMPASSION



NUMBERS 11:35 From Kibroth Hattaavah the 
people travelled to Hazeroth and stayed there. 
12:1 Miriam and Aaron began to talk against 
Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had 

married a Cushite. 2 “Has the Lord spoken 
only through Moses?” they asked. “Hasn’t he also 

spoken through us?” And the Lord heard this. 
3 (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble 

than anyone else on the face of the earth.)
CRITICAL SPIRIT



Do not revile the king even in your thoughts, 
or curse the rich in your bedroom, because 

a bird in the sky may carry your words, 
and a bird on the wing may report what you say. 

ECCLESIASTES 10:20

ON BEING CRITICAL OF YOUR LEADERS

CRITICAL SPIRIT



The one who speaks against a brother 
or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law 

and judges the law. But if you judge the law, 
you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 

JAMES 4:11

ON BEING CRITICAL OF YOUR LEADERS

CRITICAL SPIRIT



“Judge not, that you be not judged. 
For with the judgment you pronounce 

you will be judged, and with the measure 
you use, it will be measured to you.” 

MATTHEW 7:1-2

ON BEING CRITICAL OF YOUR LEADERS

CRITICAL SPIRIT



For you are still of the flesh. 
For while there is jealousy and strife 
among you, are you not of the flesh 
and behaving only in a human way? 

1 CORINTHIANS 3:3

ON JEALOUSY

CRITICAL SPIRIT



A tranquil heart gives life to the flesh, 
but envy makes the bones rot.

PROVERBS 14:30

Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves. 

PHILIPPIANS 2:3

ON JEALOUSY

CRITICAL SPIRIT



But if you have bitter jealousy and 
selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast 

and be false to the truth. This is not 
the wisdom that comes down from above, 

but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 
JAMES 3:14-16

ON JEALOUSY

CRITICAL SPIRIT



MAN’S CRITICAL SPIRIT 
BEGETS GOD’S WRATH. 

CRITICAL SPIRIT



NUMBERS 12:4 At once the Lord said to Moses, 
Aaron and Miriam, “Come out to the tent of meeting, 

all three of you.” So the three of them went out. 
5 Then the Lord came down in a pillar of cloud; 

he stood at the entrance to the tent and summoned 
Aaron and Miriam. When the two of them stepped 

forward, 6 he said, “Listen to my words: “When there 
is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, reveal myself 

to them in visions, I speak to them in dreams. 
COMFORT



NUMBERS 12:7 
“But this is not true of my servant Moses; 

he is faithful in all my house.
8 With him I speak face to face, 

clearly and not in riddles; 
he sees the form of the Lord.

Why then were you not afraid 
to speak against my servant Moses?”COMFORT



COMFORT

“Let every person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from 
God, and those that exist have been instituted by 

God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities 
resists what God has appointed, and those who 

resist will incur judgment.”
ROMANS 13:1-2

GOD WILL VINDICATE!



COMFORT

“Touch not my anointed ones, 
do my prophets no harm!”

PSALM 105:15

GOD WILL VINDICATE!



COMFORT

“From now on, let no one cause 
me trouble, for I bear on my 

body the marks of Jesus.” 
GALATIANS 6:17

GOD WILL VINDICATE!



COMFORT

MAN’S FAITHFULNESS
BEGETS GOD’S FORTITUDE. 



NUMBERS 12:9 
The anger of the Lord burned 

against them, and He left them.
10 When the cloud lifted from above 
the tent, Miriam’s skin was leprous

— it became as white as snow. CONSEQUENCES



CONSEQUENCES

“Do not cast me from 
your presence or take 

your Holy Spirit from me.” 
PSALM 51:11

AND GOD LEFT THEM



CONSEQUENCES

“Therefore, as I live, declares the 
Lord God, surely, because you have defiled 

my sanctuary with all your detestable 
things and with all your abominations, 

therefore I will withdraw.” 
EZEKIEL 5:11

AND GOD LEFT THEM



CONSEQUENCES

“If your Presence does not 
go with us, do not send us 

up from here.” 
EXODUS 33:15

AND GOD LEFT THEM



CONSEQUENCES

MAN’S SINFULNESS
BEGETS GOD’S JUDGMENT. 



NUMBERS 12:10 Aaron turned toward her 
and saw that she had a defiling skin disease, 

11 and he said to Moses, “Please, my lord, I ask 
you not to hold against us the sin we have so 

foolishly committed. 12 Do not let her be 
like a stillborn infant coming from its 

mother’s womb with its flesh half eaten away.”
13 So Moses cried out to the Lord, 

“Please, God, heal her!”
COMPASSION



NUMBERS 12:14  The Lord replied to Moses, 
“If her father had spit in her face, would she not 

have been in disgrace for seven days? Confine her 
outside the camp for seven days; after that she 

can be brought back.” 15 So Miriam was confined 
outside the camp for seven days, and the people 

did not move on till she was brought back.
16 After that, the people left Hazeroth and 

encamped in the Desert of Paran.
COMPASSION



COMPASSION

MAN’S INTERCESSION
BEGETS GOD’S MERCY. 



FROM THE COURT OF CONTEMPT 
TO THE ABUNDANCE OF GLORY



CRITICAL SPIRIT
COMFORT

CONSEQUENCES
COMPASSION MAN’S INTERCESSION BEGETS GOD’S MERCY. 

MAN’S SINFULNESS BEGETS GOD’S JUDGMENT.
MAN’S FAITHFULNESS BEGETS GOD’S FORTITUDE.
MAN’S CRITICAL SPIRIT BEGETS GOD’S WRATH.







TO WHOM DO YOU NEED TO RELEASE JUDGMENT?


