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3 postures to benefit from God’s guidance:
1. Patience to follow God’s timing
2. Obedience to follow God’s instructions
3. Perseverance to follow at all costs

Bottom Line:
God does guide, but we must follow!

Outline
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Patience to follow 
God’s timing

Num. 9:15-17, 22
15 On the day that the tabernacle 
was set up, the cloud covered the 
tabernacle, the tent of the 
testimony. And at evening it was 
over the tabernacle like the 
appearance of fire until morning.
16 So it was always: the cloud covered 
it by day and the appearance of fire 
by night.



Patience to follow 
God’s timing

Num. 9:15-17, 22
17 And whenever the cloud lifted 
from over the tent, after that the 
people of Israel set out, and in the 
place where the cloud settled down, 
there the people of Israel camped.
22 Whether it was two days, or a 
month, or a longer time, that the 
cloud continued over the tabernacle, 
abiding there, the people of Israel 
remained in camp and did not set 
out, but when it lifted they set out.



Patience to follow 
God’s timing

Num. 9:1
And the Lord spoke to Moses 
in the wilderness (bamidbar)
of Sinai, in the first month of the 
second year after they had 
come out of the land of Egypt

c. Mar/Apr 1446 BC
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Ex 40:2
On the first day of the first month 
you shall erect the tabernacle



Ta
b

e
rn

a
c

le
 

C
o

ns
e

c
ra

te
d

Patience to follow God’s timing
1st

N
iss

a
n

Le
ft

 E
g

yp
t

1st
N

iss
a

n

N
o

 w
a

te
r

N
o

 F
o

o
d

Re
c

e
iv

e
d

 T
o

ra
h

Fo
ug

ht
 w

a
r

Ex 40:2
On the first day of the first month 
you shall erect the tabernacle



Ta
b

e
rn

a
c

le
 

C
o

ns
e

c
ra

te
d

Patience to follow God’s timing
1st

N
iss

a
n

Le
ft

 E
g

yp
t

1st
N

iss
a

n

N
o

 w
a

te
r

N
o

 F
o

o
d

Re
c

e
iv

e
d

 T
o

ra
h

Fo
ug

ht
 w

a
r

9 Months’ Construction

Ex 40:2
On the first day of the first month 
you shall erect the tabernacle



Tabernacle





On hearing God
Rom. 8:28 
And we know that for those 
who love God all things work 
together for good, for those 
who are called according to 
his purpose.



On hearing God
Rom. 8:28 
And we know that for those 
who love God all things work 
together for good, for those 
who are called according to 
his purpose.

“

”

I am sure God keeps no one 
waiting unless He sees that it is 
good for him to wait…

You will find that the long wait has 
done you some kind of good which 
you would not have had otherwise.

- C.S. Lewis



Jer. 17:8 
He is like a tree planted by water,
that sends out its roots by the stream, 
and does not fear when heat comes, 
for its leaves remain green, and is 
not anxious in the year of drought, 
for it does not cease to bear fruit.

On hearing God



Isa. 9:6
For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.

On hearing God
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Obedience to follow 
God’s instructions

Ex 25 
3 This is the contribution that you 
shall receive from them: gold, silver, 
and bronze, 
4 blue and purple and scarlet yarns 
and fine twined linen, goats' hair, 
5 tanned rams' skins, goatskins, 
acacia wood, 
6 oil for the lamps, spices for the 
anointing oil and for the fragrant 
incense, 



Obedience to follow 
God’s instructions

Ex 25 
7 onyx stones, and stones for 
setting, for the ephod and for 
the breastpiece. 
8 And let them make me a 
sanctuary, that I may dwell in 
their midst. 
9 Exactly as I show you 
concerning the pattern of the 
tabernacle, and of all its furniture, 
so you shall make it.



Obedience to follow 
God’s instructions

Ex 25
10 “They shall make an ark of 
acacia wood. Two cubits and a 
half shall be its length, a cubit 
and a half its breadth, and 
a cubit and a half its height. 
11 You shall overlay it with pure 
gold, inside and outside shall you 
overlay it, and you shall make on it 
a molding of gold around it. 



Obedience to follow 
God’s instructions

Ex 25
12 You shall cast four rings of gold 
for it and put them on its four feet, 
two rings on the one side of it, and 
two rings on the other side of it. 
13 You shall make poles of acacia 
wood and overlay them with gold. 



Obedience to follow 
God’s instructions

Ex 25
14 And you shall put the poles 
into the rings on the sides of 
the ark to carry the ark by them. 
15 The poles shall remain in the 
rings of the ark; they shall not be 
taken from it.



• Tabernacle ~ Tavern = a place 
where God dwells
• Mishkan = a place where 

God’s Shekinah (presence) 
dwells

Tabernacle among 
Israelite camp



15 On the day the tabernacle, the tent of the covenant 
law, was set up, the cloud covered it. From evening till 
morning the cloud above the tabernacle looked like 
fire. 16 That is how it continued to be; the cloud covered it, 
and at night it looked like fire. 17 Whenever the cloud lifted 
from above the tent, the Israelites set out; wherever the 
cloud settled, the Israelites encamped. 18 At the LORD’s 
command the Israelites set out, and at his command they 
encamped. As long as the cloud stayed over the 
tabernacle, they remained in camp. 19 When the cloud 
remained over the tabernacle a long time, the Israelites 
obeyed the LORD’s order and did not set out. 20 Sometimes 
the cloud was over the tabernacle only a few days; at 
the LORD’s command they would encamp, and then at his 
command they would set out. 21 Sometimes the cloud 
stayed only from evening till morning, and when it lifted in 
the morning, they set out. Whether by day or by night, 
whenever the cloud lifted, they set out. 22 Whether the 
cloud stayed over the tabernacle for two days or a month 
or a year, the Israelites would remain in camp and not set 
out; but when it lifted, they would set out. 23 At the LORD’s 
command they encamped, and at the LORD’s command 
they set out. They obeyed the LORD’s order, in accordance 
with his command through Moses.

ןכָּ֔שְׁמִּהַ־תאֶ ןָ֙נעָהֶֽ הסָּ֤כִּןכָּ֔שְׁמִּהַ־תאֶ םיקִ֣הָ ם֙וֹיבְו15ּ
ֹאלְ  שׁאֵ֖־האֵרְמַכְּןכָּ֛שְׁמִּהַ־לעַֽ היֶ֧הְִי ברֶעֶ֜בָוּ תדֻ֑עֵהָ להֶ֖
ֹבּ־דעַ ׃רקֶֽ
׃הלְָילָֽ שׁאֵ֖־האֵרְמַוּ וּנּסֶּ֑כְַי ןנָ֖עָהֶ דימִ֔תָ היֶ֣הְִי ןכ16ֵּ֚
ֹאהָ לעַ֣מֵ ןָ֙נעָהֶֽ תP֤עָהֵ יפִ֞לְו17ּ  ינֵ֣בְּ וּע֖סְִי ןכֵ֔־ירֵחֲאְַ֣ו להֶ֔
ָנעָהֶֽ ם֙שָׁ־ןכָּשְִׁי רשֶׁ֤אֲ םוֹק֗מְבִוּ לאֵ֑רָשְִׂי  ינֵ֥בְּ וּנ֖חֲַי םשָׁ֥ ן֔
׃לאֵֽרָשְִׂי

ָוהְי יפִּ֣־לע18ַ  וּנ֑חֲַי הוָ֖הְי יפִּ֥־לעְַו לאֵ֔רָשְִׂי ינֵ֣בְּ וּ֙עסְִי ה֗
ֹכּשְִׁי רשֶׁ֨אֲ ימְֵ֗י־לכָּ ׃וּֽנחֲַיןכָּ֖שְׁמִּהַ־לעַ ןנָ֛עָהֶן֧
 וּר֧מְשְָׁו םיבִּ֑רַ םימִָ֣יןכָּ֖שְׁמִּהַ־לעַ ןנָ֛עָהֶֽ Zירִ֧אֲהַבְו19ּ
׃וּעסִָּֽי אPְ֥ו הוָ֖הְי תרֶמֶ֥שְׁמִ־תאֶ לאֵ֛רָשְִׂי־יֵנבְ
ֵיְו20  יפִּ֤־לעַןכָּ֑שְׁמִּהַ־לעַ רפָּ֖סְמִ םימִָ֥י ןנָ֛עָהֶֽ היֶ֧הְִי רשֶׁ֨אֲ שׁ֞
׃וּעסִָּֽי הוָ֖הְי יפִּ֥־לעְַו וּנ֔חֲַי הָ֙והְי

ֵיְו21 ֹבּ־דעַ ברֶעֶ֣מֵ ןָ֙נעָהֶֽ היֶ֤הְִי־רשֶׁאֲ שׁ֞  ןנָ֛עָהֶֽ הלָ֧עֲַנְו רקֶ֔
ֹבּבַּ ׃וּעסָָֽנְו ןנָ֖עָהֶ הלָ֥עֲַנְו הלְָילַָ֔ו םמָ֣וֹי וֹא֚ וּעסָָ֑נְו רקֶ֖
ֹח־וֹא םִימַֹ֜י־וֹא22ֽ ן֙כָּשְׁמִּהַ־לעַ ןנָ֤עָהֶ Zירִ֨אֲהַבְּ םימִָ֗י־וֹא שׁדֶ֣
ֹכּשְׁלִ ׃וּעסִָּֽי וֹתP֖עָהֵבְוּ וּעסִָּ֑י אPְ֣ו לאֵ֖רָשְִׂי־יֽנֵבְ וּנ֥חֲַי וילָ֔עָן֣
 תרֶמֶ֤שְׁמִ־תאֶ וּעסִָּ֑י הוָ֖הְי יפִּ֥־לעְַו וּנ֔חֲַי הָ֙והְי יפִּ֤־לע23ַ
׃השֶֹֽׁמ־דַיבְּ הוָ֖הְי יפִּ֥־לעַ וּרמָ֔שָׁ הָ֙והְי



Ex 40
17 In the first month in the second 
year, on the first day of the month, 
the tabernacle was erected.
34 Then the cloud covered the tent 
of meeting, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the tabernacle. 
35 And Moses was not able to enter 
the tent of meeting because the 
cloud settled on it, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle.

Obedience to follow 
God’s instructions





Ten Commandments
1. You shall have no other gods 

before me 
2. You shall not make for yourself 

a carved image
3. You shall not take the name of 

the LORD your God in vain
4. Remember the Sabbath day, 

to keep it holy
5. Honor your father and your mother 
6. You shall not murder
7. You shall not commit adultery
8. You shall not steal
9. You shall not bear false witness
10. You shall not covet



We are 
Tabernacles

1 Cor. 3:16
Do you not know that you are 
God’s temple and that God’s Spirit 
dwells in you?

1 Cor. 6:19
Or do you not know that your body 
is a temple of the Holy Spirit within 
you, whom you have from God?
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God does guide, but we must follow!
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Perseverance to 
follow at all costs

19 Even when the cloud continued 
over the tabernacle many days, the 
people of Israel kept the charge of 
the Lord and did not set out. 

20 Sometimes the cloud was a few 
days over the tabernacle, and 
according to the command of the 
Lord they remained in camp; then 
according to the command of the 
Lord they set out. 



Perseverance to 
follow at all costs

21 And sometimes the cloud 
remained from evening until morning. 
And when the cloud lifted in the 
morning, they set out, or if it 
continued for a day and a night, 
when the cloud lifted they set out. 

22 Whether it was two days, or a 
month, or a longer time, that the 
cloud continued over the 
tabernacle, abiding there, the 
people of Israel remained in camp 
and did not set out, but when it lifted 
they set out. 



Perseverance to 
follow at all costs

23 At the command of the Lord 
they camped, and at the 
command of the Lord they set 
out. They kept the charge of the 
Lord, at the command of the 
Lord by Moses.





Application
Remember 

where you are headed



Application
Mutual encouragement 

Heb. 12:1-2
Let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith.



Application
Mutual encouragement 

Heb. 12:1-2
Let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith.

African Proverb
If you want to go fast, go alone
If you want to go far, go together





God does guide, but we must follow!



Standing on this mountaintop
Looking just how far we've come
Knowing that for every step
You were with us

Never once did we ever walk alone
Never once did You leave us on our own
You are faithful, 
God, You are faithful

Matt Redman


