the assurance of
forgiveness



Foundational Truth

God is a good God

Psalm 119:68

You are good, and what you do is
good; teach me your decrees.



Foundational Truth

God is a good God

Psalm 145:9

The Lord is good to all; he has
compassion on all he has made.



Foundational Truth

God is a good God

Psalm 34:8

Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is
the one who takes refuge in him.



Foundational Truth

God is a good God




Luke 7:36-50

When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner
with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at
the table. A woman in that town who lived a sinful life
learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so
she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume.3® As she
stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his
feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair,
kissed them and poured perfume on them.



39 \When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he
said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would
know who is touching him and what kind of woman she
Is—that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, | have something to tell

b

you.

“Tell me, teacher,” he said.



41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender.
One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other
fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back,

so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will
love him more?”

43 Simon replied, “| suppose the one who had the
bigger debt forgiven.”

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said.



44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to

Simon, “Do you see this woman? | came into your house.
You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my
feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 4° You did
not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time | entered,
has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on
my head, but she has poured perfume on my

feet. 4’ Therefore, | tell you, her many sins have been
forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever
has been forgiven little loves little.”



48 Then Jesus said to her, *

43 The other guests began to say among themselves,
“Who is this who even forgives sins?”

0 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go
In peace.”
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Romans 3:23-24

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and
all are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Justified — “Just-as-if-I'd” never sinned



Luke 5:17-26 — The Paralyzed Man

20 \When Jesus saw their faith, he said, “Friend,






Why is God so big on forgiveness?

e is about relationships

e is concerned that we not be stuck in
ne past.
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1 John 1:9-10

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we
make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.

Hebrews 8:12

For | will forgive their wickedness and will remember
their sins no more.
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Colossians 3: 12-13

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other
and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance
against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

Mark 11:25

Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have
anything against anyone, so that your Father who is in
heaven will also forgive you your transgressions.



Matthew 18:21-22

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many
times shall | forgive my brother or sister who sins against
me? Up to seven times?”

Jesus answered, | tell you, not seven times, but seventy
times seven times.

’F/_,,-fw"-‘\w—\,‘r
_—— ”_',\{Gyeqi/h&m\ydg‘l
( —K_,\e\\ \/ou,Noi Seven tives, | T havle Yo Forgjve M‘\’y\'.

‘ : . /oxahenNod T e to

\out Seenty Qﬁ?}?ﬁl& < Vuts
o /et . d
AV S &5
452 PN O3

\

FORGIVE

Because it's easier than math. Math is hard.



Luke 6:37-38

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and
you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured to you.”



Forgiveness ...

1
2
3
4
5
6
V4

. Unfair
. Unnatural

. Lethal

. Not saying what the person did was acceptable

. A choice

. Halts the cycle of blame and pain

. Can loosen the stranglehold of guilt in the perpetrator



A tale of two drivers



















Matthew 22:35-40

One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this
question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in
the Law?”

Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This is the
first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it:
‘Love your neighbour as yourself.” All the Law and the
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”



— v
















