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INTRODUCTION

We are Stewards of God’s
Gifts & Resources



We are Stewards of God s Gifts & Resources

—

Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord S,

and all its fullness, the world and those
ho dweII therein.



We are Stewards of God’s Gifts & Resources

1 Peter 4:10 As each one has received a gift,

minister it to one another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.

2



We are Stewards of God’s Gifts
& Resources

1 Corinthians 4:2 Moreoveritis

required in stewards that one be found
faithful.




We are Stewards of God’s Gifts & Resources

Acts 20:35 | have shown you in every way,

by labouring like this, that you must support the weak.
And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said,
It is more blessed to give than to receive.




As stewards,
we do not manage
our own resources.
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We are Stewards of God’s Gifts & Resources

Matthew 25:14-28

The Parable of the Talents



Outline

The ABC Principles of Stewardship
A. Attentiveness to God

B. A Beautiful Heart @ A
C. AHigher Cause -3
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We need to hear what God is telling
us.

Proverbs 1:20-21

20 Wisdom calls aloud outside: she raises

her voice in the open squares. 21 She cries
out in the chief concourses, at the openings
of the gates in the city she speaks her words.
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Oppressl g the poor is\a sin. ‘
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& Proverbs 14:31 He who

oppresses the poor reproaches
his Maker, but he who honours

Him has mercy on the n_ee_d_y: |



4 Atas, sinful nation. a people Iaden with |n|qU|ty, a brood of evildoers,
children who are corrupters! They-have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked
to anger the Hon One of Israel, they h?#&%ﬂl way backward.

16 Wash yourselves, makﬂou‘r?elves clean; put way the evil of your doings
from before My eyes. Cease to'de.evile 17 Learn to.do good; seek justice,
rebuke the oppressor; defend the fatherless, plead:‘oﬁﬁg}mdow

-



Not helping the poor is a sin.

Ezekiel 16:49 Look, this was the
Iniquity of your sister Sodom: She and
her daughter had pride, fullness of food,
and abundance of idleness; neither

did she strengthen the hand of the poor
and needy.




than US$1 a day
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AGEING POPULATION & LONELINESS

 Singapore has around 500,000 people aged 65 and older, and the
number is expected to almost double to about 900,000 by 2030.
Bedok has the highest number of aged 65 and above at 42,160%.
There are 26,340* in Tampines.

* By 2030, there will be an estimated 83,000 seniors living alone

* In a study, the National University Hospital's Department of
Psychological Medicine found that nearly 21% of those over 80 and

16% of those in their mid to late 70s said that they were sad, lonely or
in low spirits

* GENERAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY 2015
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Number of suicides among seniors hits record high
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THE POOR AND DISADVANTAGED

 Singapore is one of the richest nations in the world. However, like

many other countries, it faces concerns regarding income inequality
among its residents.

* Living in HDB 1-2 rooms flats - Bedok 9640*, Tampines 4820*

Families receiving ComCare help* * GENERAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY 2015
Age of Financial year** Increase from
main applicant 2012 2013 2014 2015 2012 to 2015 (%)
34 and below 4016 4762 5,080 5,644 4054
35to0 59 12,666 14471 16,316 17086 34.90
60 and above 3,890 5,086 6,065 6,781 74.32
Total 20,572 24,319 27,461 29,51 43.45

NOTE: *Short to medium term
**A government financial year runs from April that year to March the following year.

Source: MINISTRY OF SOCIAL AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT SUNDAY TIMES GRAPHICS
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Growing number of young
Singaporeans in need, relying on
Government handouts

Ms Chloe Lin (not her real name) at the office of voluntary welfare organisation Beyond Social Services. Twice divorced, she
struggles to hold on to a job and now lives in a one-room rental flat in Ang Mo Kio with her daughter. She gets $360 a month

No-win choices for the poor
when resources are limited

Asasocial worker, I feel
compelled to share my thoughts
onthe recentdiscussion on the
decisions low-income families
make (Bad choices, factors
beyond their control keep some
poor; July1).

For many low-income families,
the problem is not poor decisions,
but poor options.

Whenresources are so limited,
no matter which option they
choose, some needs will not be
metand there isa sacrifice.

I know of a young mother
working as a daily-rated
teacher-assistant at a childcare
centre.

When her child was discharged
from hospital and on two weeks’
MG, she had to decide between
staying home to care for her
child or keeping the income
comingin.

The circumstances of being
low-income also compel them to
make “poor” decisions that further
disadvantages them financially.

The families I work with often
buy standard tickets for one-way
trips on public transportinstead

: ofusingan ez-link card.

This means they have to pay10

: centsmore for each trip.

But they do so because the

: minimum top-up value for an

: ez-link cardis $5 for childrenand
i $10 foradults,and theyneed the

: cashfor daily expenses.

Social workers offer practical

¢ help, linking children and

: young people to self-help groups
: for tuition programmes, putting

: up applications for school

: pocket money, and encouraging

: the children to set personal goals.

ButIam careful not to promise

: the children that things will be

: betterifthey work hard, because I
: know their efforts might not be

: enough to overcome the

: disadvantages in terms of

. intensity of tuition, access to

: assessment books, preparation

: for exams, and so on.

Sowe, as social workers, must

. alsohelp to identify the barriers
: thatlow-income families face

: andshare them, so that people

: willunderstand that povertyis

: notjustanissue of “mindset”.

: KevinSee YaoHui

: The families I work with

: often buy standard tickets
: forone-way trips on public
: transportinstead of using

: anez-link card. This means
: they have to pay 10 cents

: more for each trip. But they
: doso because the

: minimum top-up value for

: anez-link cardis $5 for

: childrenand $10 for adults,
: and they need the cash for

: daily expenses.
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0 And'when'Jesus was in Bethany at the house ofS|m0h the Ié'per 7 awoman
came to Him.having-an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and

it on His head as He sat at the table] 8 But when His disciples saw it, they

indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9.For this fragrant oil might have been sol
for much and given to the poor.”
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1U'BUt when®Jesusiwasraware'of it, He said to them, PWhy do'you trouble: = ‘
the woman? For-she has.done a goed work for Me. 11 For you have
with you always, but. Me you do not have always.

A heart marinated with God'’s love - lets out a wonderful aroma

Pomi




B. A Beautiful Heart is one which is

Not Calculative
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PATRICK M. MORLEY
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Extract from the Man in the Mirror
All these power brokers had one thing in

heir plans have come and gone and
dead. All that remains is at best a

Darals memory. A

| the benefits of prosperity and human

M | R R O R achievement are temporal. All the risks of

SOLVING THE 2Z28PRR @BISEMSSSNEENEEASNE

prosperity are eternal. No matter how influential

(% and affluent we become in the prosperous

temporal k

material world, we will not find eternal profit from
temporal kingdoms. Therefore tread lightly in

ingdoms. For all our plans will come to

an end and then we die. The only profit that
matters is the eternal one.




Reach out to the High Ki -

1 Timothy 6:17-19

17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty,
nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things

to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give,

willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.



Deuteronomy 15:4

Except when there may be no poor
among you; for the Lord will greatly
bless you in the land which the Lord
your God is giving you to possess
as an inheritance—




Deuteronomy 24:19-22

19 When you reap your harvest in

your field, and forget a sheaf in the field,
you shall not go back to get it; it shall be
for the stranger, the fatherless, and

the widow, that the Lord your God may
bless you in all the work of your hands.

20 When you beat your olive trees,

you shall not go over the boughs again;
it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless,
and the widow.

—




Deuteronomy 24:19-22

21 When you gather the grapes of

your vineyard, you shall not glean it
afterward; it shall be for the stranger,
the fatherless, and the widow.

22 And you shall remember that

you were a slave in the land of Egypt;
therefore | command you to do this thing.




Deuteronomy 15:7-8

[ If there is among you a poor man of your brethren,
within any of the gates in your land which the Lord

your God is giving you, you shall not harden
your heart nor shut your hand from your poor brother,

8 but you shall open your hand wide to him and
willingly lend him sufficient for his need, whatever
he needs.
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CONCLUSION
John 21:15-17

15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said
to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me
more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord;
You know that | love You.” He said to him,

“Feed My lambs.” 16 He said to him again

a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah,

do you love Me?" He said to Him, “Yes, Lord;
You know that | love You.” He said to him, ; \
“Tend My sheep.” e




CONCLUSION
John 21:15-17

17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of Jonah,
do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because
He said to him the third time, “Do you love Me?”
And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things;
You know that | love You.” -
Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep.




CONCLUSION

If you love the Lord,
take care of His People




CONCLUSION

Matthew 25:31-40

31 When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him,
then He will sit on the throne of His glory.

s 2 32 All the nations will be gathered before ™ -

"% w Him, and He will separate them one from
! another, as a shepherd divides his sheep 1) \

from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep |
on His right hand, but the goats on the left. N
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CONCLUSION

Matthew 25:31-40

34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

35 for | was hungry and you gave Me food; | was thirsty and you gave Me drink;

| was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 | was naked and you clothed Me; | was
sick and you visited Me; | was in prison and you came to Me.’




Matthew 25:31-40

37 Then the righteous will answer Him, saying,
‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You,

or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we
see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and

clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick,

or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King
will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, | say to
you, in as much as you did it to one of the least
of these My brethren, you did it to Me.




CONCLUSION
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If you love the Lord
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eals-on-Wheels

e blderly.Services,.




NCLUSION

You can’t say “l love the Lord”
and yet remain irrelevant to the welfare
of the Church or of the poor.
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CONCLUSION

Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.



CONCLUSION

we are saved for good works.




