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Word On Wednesdays
1. To provide handles to study the Word for 

life transformation

2. To enjoy learning and grow together in 
knowing and pleasing God

3. To foster new friendships

No Date Topic Text

1 10-Jul-19 Overview / Trials and Temptations James 1:1-18

2 24-Jul-19 Doers not Hearers James 1:19-27

3 14-Aug-19 Do not show favoritism James 2:1-13

4 28-Aug-19 Faith and Works James 2:14-26

5 25-Sep-19 Tame our Tongues with Wisdom James 3:1-18

6 9-Oct-19 Submission to God James 4:1-12

7 23-Oct-19 Warning for the Proud and Rich James 4:13-5:6

8 13-Nov-19 Patience in Suffering James 5:7-12

9 27-Nov-19 Summary / Prayer of Faith James 5:13-20

SCHEDULE

3 Key Questions
What does God require of me?

What I have learned (about God) today?

What questions do I have in mind?

Clean Bible, 
Dirty Christians

Dirty Bible, 
Clean Christians

Howard Hendricks
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Every Bible 
should be 

bound in shoe 
leather.

D.L. Moody

If Satan can turn 
God’s Word upside 
down and pervert 

the Scriptures, 
what will he do 

with your words –
or the words of 

others?

Martin Luther

Theme: Faith revealed through works

Key verse: James 1:22

Faith at works 
is revealed 
when we… 

Overcome Trials and Temptations

Hear and do God’s Word

Show no favoritism

Produce work by faith

Tame our tongues with wisdom

Submit to God in humility

Exercise patience in 
Suffering

Pray in faith at

Tongues

is revealed when we 

tame our

Wisdomwith
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1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you 
know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2 For 

we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in 
what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole 

body. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey 
us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: 

though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are 
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 

James 3:1-18

5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. 
How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set 

among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the 
entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast 

and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been 
tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is 

a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 

James 3:1-18

9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people 
who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth 

come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to 
be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both 

fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a 
grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.

James 3:1-18

13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct 
let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you 
have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 

boast and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes 
down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 

James 3:1-18

16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be 
disorder and every vile practice.17 But the wisdom from above is 

first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and 
good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness 

is sown in peace by those who make peace.

James 3:1-18

1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, 
for you know that we who teach will be judged with 

greater strictness. 

James 3:1

1 Don’t be in any rush to become a teacher, my friends. 
Teaching is highly responsible work. Teachers are held to the 

strictest standards. (MSG)

1 Not many [of you] should become teachers [serving in an 
official teaching capacity], my brothers and sisters, for you 
know that we [who are teachers] will be judged by a higher 
standard [because we have assumed greater accountability 

and more condemnation if we teach incorrectly]. (AMP)
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3 Levels of Teaching
1. Daily conversations

2. Small group teaching 

3. Pulpit (preaching)

2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does 
not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also 

to bridle his whole body. 

James 3:2

3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey 
us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships

also: though they are so large and are driven by strong 
winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the 

will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is 

set ablaze by such a small fire! 

James 3:3-5

3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey 
us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships

also: though they are so large and are driven by strong 
winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the 

will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boasts of great things…

James 3:3-5a
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How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And 
the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue 
is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting 

on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell.

James 3:5-6Keyword? Fire

7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind,8 

but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless 
evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our Lord and 
Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the 
likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing 

and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 
11 Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both 

fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear 
olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond 

yield fresh water.
James 3:7-12

The places we are in should not 
determine the kind of words we use. 

6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness…
8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless 

evil, full of deadly poison.

James 3:6,8

REFLECTION
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13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good 
conduct let him show his works in the meekness of 
wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish 

ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the 
truth.

James 3:13-14

Teaching is more than just 
exercising our spiritual gifts or 

serving the church.  

Godly character and motives
are the prerequisites. 

15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but 
is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where jealousy and 
selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile 
practice. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and 
good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of 

righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.

James 3:15-18
17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 

gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, 
impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is 

sown in peace by those who make peace.
James 3:17-18

Reflect
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Repent
Remind

3 Key Questions
What does God require of me?

What I have learned (about God) today?

What questions do I have in mind?

① Translations
② Emphasis 
③ Use of Pronouns
④ Figures of speech
⑤ Contrast 
⑥ Rhetorical questions
⑦ Progressive 

STUDY 
BEHIND 

THE 
STUDY

1. Read James 3:1-18
2.  How do I gain godly wisdom?

On 9 October 2019


