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Ezra 6 
They finished their building by decree of the 
God of Israel and by decree of Cyrus and 
Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia; 15 and 
this house was finished on the third day of the 
month of Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of 
Darius the king. 
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Ezra 6 
16 And the people of Israel, the priests and the 
Levites, and the rest of the returned exiles, 
celebrated the dedication of this house of God 
with joy.  
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Ezra 10:1-2 
While Ezra prayed and made confession, 
weeping and casting himself down before the 
house of God, a very great assembly of men, 
women, and children, gathered to him out of 
Israel, for the people wept bitterly.  
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Ezra 10:1-2 
... “We have broken faith with our God and 
have married foreign women from the peoples 
of the land, but even now there is hope for 
Israel in spite of this. 
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Malachi 1 
1 The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel by 
Malachi. 
2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, 
“How have you loved us?” “Is not Esau Jacob's 
brother?” declares the Lord.  
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Malachi 1 
“Yet I have loved Jacob 3 but Esau I have hated. I 
have laid waste his hill country and left his 
heritage to jackals of the desert.” 
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4 If Edom says, “We are shattered but we will 
rebuild the ruins,” the Lord of hosts says, “They 
may build, but I will tear down, and they will be 
called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people 
with whom the Lord is angry forever.’” 5 Your 
own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, 
“Great is the Lord beyond the border of Israel!” 
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Overview - Faith in a season of waiting 
1. “How have You loved us?”  
2. “How have we despised Your name?”  
3. “Why does He not?” (accept our offering) 
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Knowing His Love 
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Zechariah 2 
10 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for 
behold, I come and I will dwell in your midst, 
declares the Lord. 11 And many nations shall 
join themselves to the Lord in that day, and shall 
be my people. And I will dwell in your midst,  
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Zechariah 2 
and you shall know that the Lord of hosts has 
sent me to you. 12 And the Lord will inherit 
Judah as his portion in the holy land, and will 
again choose Jerusalem.” 
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Haggai 2 
7 And I will shake all nations, so that the 
treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will 
fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. 
8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
declares the LORD of hosts. 9 The latter glory of 
this house shall be greater than the former, says 
the LORD of hosts… 
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“How have You loved us?”  
Knowing His Love 
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Malachi 1 
2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, 
“How have you loved us?”  
“Is not Esau Jacob's brother?” declares the Lord. 
“Yet I have loved Jacob  
3 but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill 
country and left his heritage to jackals of the 
desert.”  
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Illustrate on QT 
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1 John 5:15 
And if we know that he hears us—whatever 
we ask—we know that we have what we 
asked of him. 
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Overview - Faith in a season of waiting 
1. “How have You loved us?”  - Knowing His Love  
2. “How have we despised Your name?”  
3. “Why does He not?” (accept our offering) 
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“How have we despised Your name?”  
Give Honor 
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Malachi 1 
6 “A son honors his father, and a servant his 
master. If then I am a father, where is my 
honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? 
says the Lord of hosts to you, O priests, who 
despise my name.  
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Malachi 1 
But you say, ‘How have we despised your 
name?’ 7 By offering polluted food upon my 
altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted 
you?’ 
 

 



Put content here in this space 
 

You can remove this box but content must be within this box 
space 

 
Height: 10 cm 

Width: 18.26 cm 

Font Size: > 28 
 

Please follow this recommended guideline 

By saying that the Lord's table may be 
despised. 8 When you offer blind animals in 
sacrifice, is that not evil? And when you offer 
those that are lame or sick, is that not evil? 
Present that to your governor; will he accept 
you or show you favor? says the Lord of hosts.  
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12 But you profane it when you say that the 
Lord's table is polluted, and its fruit, that is, 
its food may be despised. 13 But you say, 
‘What a weariness this is,’ and you snort at it, 
says the Lord of hosts. You bring what has 
been taken by violence or is lame or sick, and 
this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept 
that from your hand? says the Lord... 
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Malachi 2  
“And now, O priests, this command is for you. 2 If 
you will not listen, if you will not take it to heart 
to give honor to my name, says the Lord of hosts, 
then I will send the curse upon you and I will 
curse your blessings. ... 
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Malachi 2  
...7 For the lips of a priest should guard 
knowledge, and people should seek instruction 
from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the 
Lord of hosts. 8 But you have turned aside from 
the way. You have caused many to stumble by 
your instruction. 
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Overview - Faith in a season of waiting 
1. “How have You loved us?”  - Know His Love  
2. “How have we despised Your name?” - Give Honor  
3. “Why does He not?” (accept our offering) 
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“Why does He not?” (accept our offering)  
Remain Faithful 
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Malachi 2 
10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one 
God created us? Why then are we faithless to 
one another, profaning the covenant of our 
fathers? 11 Judah has been faithless, and 
abomination has been committed in Israel 
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Malachi 2 
and in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the 
sanctuary of the Lord, which he loves, and has 
married the daughter of a foreign god.  
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Malachi 2 
12 May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob 
any descendant of the man who does this, who 
brings an offering to the Lord of hosts! 
13 And this second thing you do. You cover the 
Lord's altar with tears, with weeping and 
groaning because he no longer regards the 
offering or accepts it with favor from your hand.  
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Malachi 2 
14 But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the 
Lord was witness between you and the wife of 
your youth, to whom you have been faithless, 
though she is your companion and your wife by 
covenant.  
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Is it wrong to marry a non-believer? 
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1 Corinthians 7:39 
A woman is bound to her husband as long as he 
lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to 
marry anyone she wishes, but he must belong 
to the Lord. 
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2 Cor 6 
14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. 
For what do righteousness and wickedness have 
in common? Or what fellowship can light have 
with darkness?...  
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2 Cor 6 
Or what does a believer have in common with an 
unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between 
the temple of God and idols? For we are the 
temple of the living God.  
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Overview - Faith in a season of waiting 
1. “How have You loved us?”  - Know His Love  
2. “How have we despised Your name?” - Give Honor  
3. “Why does He not?” (accept our offering) Remain Faithful 
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The furnace that purifies gold also hardens clay 
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Psalm 22 
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
   Why are you so far from saving me, from the words  
   of my groaning? 
2 O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, 
    and by night, but I find no rest. 
3 Yet you are holy, 
    enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
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Habakkuk 3 
17 Though the fig tree should not blossom, 
    nor fruit be on the vines, 
the produce of the olive fail 
    and the fields yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the fold 
    and there be no herd in the stalls, 
18 yet I will rejoice in the Lord; 
    I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 
 
 


