








2. Do not be afraid '

3. Good Ne_ws
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1. Why believers backslide
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Blessings for Obedience

Deuteronomy 28:12-13 (NIV)
12 The Lord will open the heavens, the storehouse of his
to send rain on your land in season and o bless all the
your hands. You will lend to many nations but will b
13 The Lord will make you the head, not the tail. If y
to the commands of the Lord your God that | gi
carefully follow them, you will always be at the
the bottom.



Curses for Disobedience .

Deuteronomy 28:66-68 (NIV)

66 You will live in constant suspense, filled with dre
both night and day, never sure of your life. 67 In
morning you will say, “If only it were evening!™ anc
INn the evening, “If only it were morning!"—because /'
of the terror that will fill your hearts and the sights that'

your eyes Will see. 68 The Lord will send you back in ‘
ships 1o Egypt on a journey | said you should never

make again. There you will offer yourselves for sale to
your enemies as male and female slaves, but no one will buy you.
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Choose Your Law

Joshua 24:15 (NIV) But if serving

the Lord seems undesirable to you,
then choose for yourselves this day
whom you will serve, whether the gods
your ancestors served beyond

the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, < (
in whose land you are living. But as for me
and my household, we will serve the Lord.”




Connecting Factors

. Your

*work *Values

*marriage *Relafionships

*finances *Responsibilities
*education *Priorities/goals/ambitions
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Contlict arises when
we faill to make our choice;
or when our choice is ambiguous \¢
or when we have connecting factors
to 2 systems of laws




2. Do not be afraid '




Do not be afraid
Examples of
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1 Kings 18:1-16, 21-22 (NIV)

1 After a long tfime, in the third year, the word of

the Lord came to Elijah: “Go and present yourself

to Ahab, and | will send rain on the land.” 2 So Elijah
went to present himself to Ahab. Now the famine
was severe in Samaria, 3 and Ahab had summoned

Obadiah, his palace administrator. (Obadiah was o e
a devout believer in the Lord. 4 While Jezebel was . ey
killing off the Lord’s prophets, Obadiah had taken k

’
-

a hundred prophets and hidden them in two caves,
fifty in each, and had supplied them with food and WCIT@I’)




1 Kings 18:1-16, 21-22 (NIV)

5 Ahab had said to Obadiah, “"Go through the land

to all the springs and valleys. Maybe we can find
some grass to keep the horses and mules alive so

we will not have 1o kill any of our animals.” é So
they divided the land they were to cover, Ahab

going in one direction and Obadiah in another. <

7 As Obadiah was walking along, Elijah met him. ,:'; S
Obadiah recognized him, bowed down to the ground, p

and said, “lIs it really you, my lord Elijahe” 8 “Yes,”
he replied. "Go tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’” N

—_——



1 Kings 18:1-16, 21-22 (NIV)

? “What have | done wrong,” asked Obadiah,
“that you are handing your servant over to Ahab
to be put to deathe 10 As surely as the Lord your
God lives, there Is not a nation or kingdom where
my master has not sent someone to look for you.
And whenever a nation or kingdom claimed you
were not there, he made them swear they could
not find you. 11 But now you fell me fo go to my
master and say, ‘Elijah is here.’




1 Kings 18:1-16, 21-22 (NIV)

12 | don't know where the Spirit of the Lord may

carry you when | leave you. It | go and tell Ahab

and he doesn’'t find you, he will kill me. Yet | your
servant have worshiped the Lord since my youth.
13 Haven't you heard, my lord, what | did while

—rw

Jezebel was killing the prophets of the Lorde | hid R A
a hundred of the Lord’s prophets in two caves, ’i' S0y
fifty in each, and supplied them with food and water. p



1 Kings 18:1-16, 21-22 (NIV)

14 And now you tell me to go to my master and

say, ‘Eljahis here.’ He will kill me!” 15 Elijah said,

“As the Lord Almighty lives, whom | serve, | will

surely present myself to Ahab today.” 16 So =N
Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and |
Ahab went to meet Elijah.
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1 Kings 18:1-16, 21-22 (NIV)

21 Elijah went before the people and said,

“How long will you waver between two opinions?

If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God,

follow him."” But the people said nothing.
22 Then Elijah said to them, “l am the only one

of the Lord’s prophets left, but Baal has four hundred =% N :
and fifty prophets. oy




Obadiah

®* No lesser or greater
® Youth not a disadvantage
®* Courage in the face of evill







3. Good News



RUTH




Ruth 2:10-12 (NIV)
10 At this, she bowed down with herface 1o the ground. She asked

him, “Why have | found such favorin your eyes that you notice me—
a foreignere™ 11 Boazreplied, “I'vebeen told albabout what you have
done for your mother-in-law since-the deafh of your husband-—how
you left your fatheraond mother and your homeland-and came fo live
with a people you did not know before. 12 May the Lord repay you
for what you have done. May you be fichly rewarded by the Lord,

the God of Israel, under whose wings you have-ecome 1o take refuge.”



Ruth 2:15-18 (NIV)
15 As she got up to glean, Boaz gave.erders 1o his men, ‘Lef her gather
among.the sheaves and don’t reprmand her. 16 Even pull out some
stalks for her from the bundles and leave them for her to pick up, and
don’t rebuke her.” 17 So Ruth gleanedin the fielg untikevening. Then
she threshed the barley she had gathered, and it amounted fo abouf
an ephah. 18 She carried It back te town, and Aermother-in-law saw
how much she had gathered. Ruth alse broughi out and gave her
what she had left over after she had eaten eaeugh.






The example of King David

A man after God's #
own heart Y 4



His relationship with God mqued by
his responses at d

A. His highest point Y 4
B. His lowest point



Conclusion

Have you chosen the system
under which you will live your lite¢

D
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Conclusion
Isaiah 40:28-31 (NIV)

28 Do you not knowe Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator

of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired
or weary, and his understanding no one can
fathom. 29 He gives strength to the weary and
Increases the power of the weak.




Conclusion
Isaiah 40:28-31 (NIV)

30 Even youths grow tired and weary,
and young men stumble and fall; 31 but
those who hope in the Lord will renew
their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and noft be faint.
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