




REMEMBER?



DISCIPLESHIP 
FROM A 

DISTANCE



PREPARING FOR A NEW NORMAL OF ...

DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES

DISTANCED COMMUNICATION

DISRUPTED CHURCH LIFE



ACTS 20
25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about 
preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare 
to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you. 27 For I 
have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God.
28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of 
God, which he bought with his own blood.
29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you 
and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will 
arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them.
31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never 
stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.



FAITH IN UNCERTAIN TIMES

3 KEY QUESTIONS 
TO ASK OURSELVES



ACTS 20
18 When they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the 
whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the 
province of Asia.
19 “I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the 
midst of severe testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents.”

33 “I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing.
34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied 
my own needs and the needs of my companions.
35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work 
we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus 
himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”



#1

IS OUR TESTIMONY 
UNQUESTIONABLE?

FAITH: NOT JUST THEORETICAL BUT TESTIMONIAL.

FAITH: NOT JUST PIOUS THEORY BUT PRACTICAL REALITY.



ACTS 20
20 You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything 
that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly 
and from house to house.
21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must 
turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.

NIV “What would be helpful to you”
NLT “What you need to hear”
ESV, NASB “What is profitable to you”
PLAIN ENGLISH BIBLE “What is useful for your souls”



#2

IS OUR THEOLOGY 
USEFUL?

But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and 
arguments and quarrels about the law, because these are 

unprofitable and useless. Warn a divisive person once, and 
then warn them a second time. After that, have nothing to 

do with them. TITUS 3:9-11



#2

IS OUR THEOLOGY 
USEFUL?

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does 
not have works? Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is 
poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to 

them, “go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the 
things needed for the body, what good is that? So also faith by itself, 

if it does not have works, is dead.” JAMES 2:14-17



#2

IS OUR THEOLOGY 
USEFUL?

I have declared to both Jews and Greeks 
that they must turn to God in repentance

and have faith in our Lord Jesus. ACTS 20:21



#2

IS OUR THEOLOGY 
USEFUL?

“By this will all men know you are my disciples 
— that you have love one for another.” JOHN 13:35



#2

IS OUR THEOLOGY 
USEFUL?

TRUE FAITH SHARES THE FAITH.
WE SHARE CHRIST AS WE MATURE IN HIM.



ACTS 20
22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am 
going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there. 23 I only know that in 
every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison 
and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I 
consider my life worth nothing to me; my only 
aim is to finish the race and complete the task 
the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of 
testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 



#3

IS OUR FAITH 
UNSHAKABLE?



#3

IS OUR FAITH 
UNSHAKABLE?

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, 
not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know that 

in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and 
hardships are facing me.” ACTS 20:22-23



#3

IS OUR FAITH 
UNSHAKABLE?

“When the earth and all its 
people quake, it is I (God) who 

hold its pillars firm.” PSALM 75:3



FAITH IN UNCERTAIN TIMES:
3 KEY QUESTIONS TO ASK OURSELVES ...
1 IS OUR TESTIMONY UNQUESTIONABLE?
2 IS OUR THEOLOGY USEFUL?
3 IS OUR FAITH UNSHAKABLE?



FAITH IN UNCERTAIN TIMES

3 THINGS THAT WILL 
CARRY US THROUGH



ACTS 20
22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, 
I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing 
what will happen to me there. 
23 I only know that in every city, 
the Holy Spirit warns me that prison 
and hardships are facing me.



#1

THE SPIRIT
UNERRING

“When He, the Spirit of truth, comes, 
He will guide you into all the truth.”

JOHN 16:13



ACTS 20
32 “Now I commit you to God and to 
the word of His grace, which can build 
you up and give you an inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified.”



#2

THE WORD
UNFAILING

“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the 
word of our God will stand forever.” ISAIAH 40:8



ACTS 20
36 When Paul had finished 
speaking, he knelt down 
with all of them and 
prayed. 37 They all wept 
as they embraced him 
and kissed him. 38 What 
grieved them most was his 
statement that they would 
never see his face again. 
Then they accompanied 
him to the ship. 



#3

A CHURCH
UNITED

“Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one 
another, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God 

of love and peace will be with you.” 2 CORINTHIANS 13:11



Are we disciples with:
1 UNQUESTIONABLE TESTIMONY

2 USEFUL THEOLOGY
3 UNSHAKABLE FAITH 

Are we discipled by:
1 UNERRING SPIRIT
2 UNFAILING WORD
3 UNITED CHURCH



REVELATION 2:2-3
2 “I know your deeds, 
your hard work and your 
perseverance. I know that you 
cannot tolerate wicked people, 
that you have tested those 
who claim to be apostles but 
are not, and have found them 
false. 3 You have persevered 
and endured hardships 
for my name, and have 
not grown weary. 

UNQUESTIONABLE 
TESTIMONY

USEFUL THEOLOGY

UNSHAKABLE 
FAITH

“BE ON YOUR 
GUARD!”




