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Luke 12:13-34
Take heed of what you want because
- Your life is not defined by what you have
- Your life is defined by what you give



What you have What you do

Who you know







Take heed of what you want because
1. Your life is not defined by what you have

Luke 12:13-21

2. Your life is defined by what you give
Luke 12:22-34 Subject from v13-34 = 

Treasure
1 request, 1 question, 1 caution, 
1 parable, 1 teaching.



13 Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the family inheritance with me.” 
14 But He said to him, “Man, who appointed Me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” 
15 Then He said to them, “Beware, and be on your guard against 
every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does 
his life consist of his possessions.” 

Take heed of what you want because
Your life is not defined by what you have: Luke 12:13-21

1 REQUEST

1 QUESTION

1 CAUTION



NASB Then He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against 
every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance 
does his life consist of his possessions.“

NLT Then he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of 
greed. Life is not measured by how much you own.”

CEV Then he said to the crowd, "Don't be greedy! Owning a 
lot of things won't make your life safe.“



Luke 12:16 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich 
man was very productive. 17 And he began reasoning to himself, 
saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 
Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many 
years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 But God 
said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; 
and now who will own what you have prepared?’ 21 So is the man 
who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

1 PARABLE: v16-21

PRODUCTIVITY

WEALTH

ENTERTAINMENT



Luke 12:16 And He told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich 
man was very productive. 17 And he began reasoning to himself, 
saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 
Then he said, ‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many 
years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 But God 
said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; 
and now who will own what you have prepared?’ 21 So is the man 
who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

FOOLISHNESS – NO REGARD FOR GOD

1 PARABLE: v16-21



15 Then He said to them, "Beware, and be on your guard against 
every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does 
his life consist of his possessions.“

21 So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God.”

Take heed of what you want because
Your life is not defined by what you have: Luke 12:13-21



When protestors 
stormed 
Malacanang
Palace, it was 
famously 
discovered that 
more than 2,700 
pairs of shoes
had been left 
behind in 
Imelda's 
wardrobe.



Signs and symptoms (hoarding) 
may include:

Excessively acquiring items that 
are not needed 
Persistent difficulty throwing out 
or parting with your things, 
regardless of actual value
Feeling a need to save these 
items
Building up of clutter to the point 
where rooms become unusable



1Tim6:9 But those who 
want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a snare and 
many foolish and harmful 
desires which plunge men 
into ruin and destruction. 
10 For the love of money is 
a root of all sorts of evil, 
and some by longing for it 
have wandered away from 
the faith and pierced 
themselves with many 
griefs.
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Take heed of what you want because
Your life is not defined by what you have: Luke 12:13-21
Your life is defined by what you give: Luke 12:22-34



22 And He said to His disciples, “For this reason I say to you, do not 
worry about your life, as to what you will eat; nor for your body, as 
to what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body 
more than clothing. 

Take heed of what you want because
Your life is not defined by what you have: Luke 12:13-21
Your life is defined by what you give: Luke 12:22-34

1 TEACHING
V22-34



24 Consider the ravens, for 
they neither sow nor reap; 
they have no storeroom nor 
barn, and yet God feeds 
them; how much more 
valuable you are than the 
birds! 25 And which of you 
by worrying can add a single 
hour to his life’s span? 26 If 
then you cannot do even a 
very little thing, why do you 
worry about other matters? 
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Ravens You
Neither sow nor 
reap.

Worry.

No storeroom nor 
barn.

Cannot do even a 
very little thing.

Not popular. Higher valued.
God feeds them. God will certainly

feed you.



27 Consider the lilies, how they 
grow: they neither toil nor spin; but 
I tell you, not even Solomon in all 
his glory clothed himself like one of 
these. 28 But if God so clothes the 
grass in the field, which is alive 
today and tomorrow is thrown into 
the furnace, how much more will 
He clothe you? You men of little 
faith! 
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Lilies You
Neither toil nor
spin.

Men of little faith

Short life span. Eternal life span.
Well clothed by 
God

How much 
more He will 
clothe you!



29 And do not seek what you will 
eat and what you will drink, and do 
not keep worrying. 30 For all these 
things the nations of the world 
eagerly seek; but your Father 
knows that you need these things. 



31 But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 32 Do 
not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you 
the kingdom.

Rom 14: 17 for the kingdom of God 
is not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy in 
the Holy Spirit. 
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33 “Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money 
belts which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no 
thief comes near nor moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.

V34 This verse shows the essential thrust of Jesus teaching. It is not the 
extent but the place of one’s possessions that is emphasized, because it 
is the direction of one’s heart, heavenward or earthward, that is all 
important.
-The Expositor’s Bible Commentary
-KEY to the teaching here.
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- Your life is defined by what you give: Luke 12:22-34



Depends on what 
they wanted on 

earth!



Depends on what 
they wanted on 

earth!



Depends on what 
they wanted on 

earth!



Luke 12:13-34
Take heed of what you want because
- Your life is not defined by what you have
- Your life is defined by what you give



Luke 12:13-34
Take heed of what you want because
- Your life is not defined by what you have
- Your life is defined by what you give



Luke 12:13-34
Take heed of what you want because
- Your life is not defined by what you have
- Your life is defined by what you give



Luke 12:13-34
Take heed of what you want because
- Your life is not defined by what you have
- Your life is defined by what you give




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45

