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Psalm 27:13 (NASB 1995)
I would have despaired unless I had believed that I 

would see the goodness of the Lord
In the land of the living.
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Psalm 27:11-14 (NASB 1995)
11 Teach me Your way, O Lord,

And lead me in a level path
Because of my foes.
12 Do not deliver me over 
to the desire of my adversaries,
For false witnesses have risen against me,
And such as breathe out violence.
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Psalm 27:11-14 (NASB 1995)
13 I would have despaired

unless I had believed that
I would see the goodness of the Lord
In the land of the living.

14 Wait for the Lord;
Be strong and let your heart take courage;
Yes, wait for the Lord.
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Overview of Psalm 27:
Verses 1-3: David spoke of his confidence in the LORD who 

was his light and salvation amid his enemies (v3)

Verses 4-10: David spoke of his desire to be in the presence of 
LORD worshipping Him amid his enemies (v6)

Verse 11-14: David spoke of his faith in the goodness of the 
LORD even amid his enemies (v12)
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How to remain Faithful amid Opposition? 
(Ps 27:11-14)
1. Focus on His Word
2. Focus on His Goodness
3. Focus on His Sovereignty 
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1. Focus on His Word

Psalms 27:11-12 (NASB 1995)
11 Teach me Your way, O Lord,

And lead me in a level path
Because of my foes.
12 Do not deliver me over to the desire of my adversaries,
For false witnesses have risen against me,
And such as breathe out violence.
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1. Focus on His Word

Q. What is a “level path”?
-When we obey God's word, our path in handling opposition will be 
levelled
-The same word "level" in Hebrew can also mean "righteous”
-It is God who guided David into a right path (Ps 23:3) and a Path of life 
(Ps 16:11)
-So God's word, when applied, will help you to see the situation from 
God's perspective, helping you to have a level path in handling your 
opposition 
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1. Focus on His Word

Q. Who are our enemies, as described by David?

Psalm 27:12
Do not deliver me over to the desire of my adversaries, (Against us)
For false witnesses have risen against me, (Unfounded accusation) 
And such as breathe out violence. (Physically, Emotionally, Relationally)
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1. Focus on His Word

Proverbs 25:21-22
21 If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat;

And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink.
22 For you will heap burning coals on his head,

and the Lord will reward you.
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1. Focus on His Word

Romans 12:19
19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for 
the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will 
repay," says the Lord.
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1. Focus on His Word

Matthew 18:15-17
15 "If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in private; if he 
listens to you, you have won your brother. 16 But if he does not 
listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. 17

If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector.
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1. Focus on His Word

Reflection:
Q. What is the Word of God saying about the relational 
conflict that you are in?
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1. Focus on His Word

Applications:
1. Is there an enemy you need to start forgiving?
2. How can you practically love your enemy this coming week?
3. Is there a misunderstanding that you need to clarify?
4. Is there vicarious anger that you are involved in?
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How to remain Faithful amid Opposition? 
(Ps 27:11-14)
1. Focus on His Word
2. Focus on His Goodness
3. Focus on His Sovereignty 
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2. Focus on His Goodness

Psalm 27:13 (NASB 1995)
I would have despaired unless I had believed that

I would see the goodness of the Lord
In the land of the living.

17

2. Focus on His Goodness

Psalm 27:13 (NASB 1995)
I would have despaired unless I had believed that

I would see the goodness of the Lord
In the land of the living.

Psalm 27:13 (NKJV)
I would have lost heart, unless I had believed

That I would see the goodness of the Lord
In the land of the living.
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2. Focus on His Goodness

Psalm 27:13 (NASB 2020)
I certainly believed that

I would see the goodness of the Lord
In the land of the living.

Psalm 27:13 (ESV)
I believe that I shall

look upon the goodness of the Lord
in the land of the living!
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2. Focus on His Goodness

Psalm 27:13 (The Interlinear Bible)
Unless I had believed that 

I would see the goodness of Yahweh 
in the land of the living.
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2. Focus on His Goodness

Psalm 27:13 (NASB 2020)
I certainly believed that 

I would see the goodness of the Lord
In the land of the living.
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2. Focus on His Goodness

Q. What is “believe”?
-The word believe in Hebrew is aman
-Aman is the root word for Amen
-“Believe” means agreement, faith, conviction and trust
-King David declared his full certainty and faith in the 
goodness of God! 
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2. Focus on His Goodness

Q. What is the “goodness of God”? 
1. Light and Salvation (v1)

2. Protector of his life (v1)

3. Defender against his enemies 

(v2)

4. Courage and confidence (v3)

5. House of refuge (v4-5)
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6. Lifter of his head (v6)

7. God who heard his prayers 

(v7)

8. God who sought David (v8)

9. Helper (v9)

10. God who cherished him (v10)

2. Focus on His Goodness

Q. What is “in the land of the living”? 
-It is the land where we live!
-If David had not trusted in the Lord; in His goodness, he 
would have died before his due time; he would have died of 
depression (this is in contrast with King Saul, who ended his 
own life - 1 Samuel 31)
-Let us learn from David who trusted in the goodness of God 
and lived in the land of the living! (And not death)
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2. Focus on His Goodness

Reflection:
1. How has our Lord been good to us?
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2. Focus on His Goodness

Applications:
1. Recall, reflect and pen down how God has been good to you
2. Choose to focus on His goodness beyond your circumstances
3. Choose to live in the land of the living by focusing on the 
goodness of God
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How to remain Faithful amid Opposition? 
(Ps 27:11-14)
1. Focus on His Word
2. Focus on His Goodness
3. Focus on His Sovereignty 
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3. Focus on His Sovereignty

God’s sovereignty requires us to do all that we can while trusting 
God for His Word, Goodness and Timing in times of attack, 
accusations and relational conflicts.

Psalm 27:14
Wait for the Lord;

Be strong and let your heart take courage;
Yes, wait for the Lord.
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3. Focus on His Sovereignty

Psalm 27:14
Wait for the Lord;

Be strong and let your heart take courage;
Yes, wait for the Lord.

-The word "wait" in Hebrew, Kaveh does not mean we wait like 
sitting ducks. Kaveh means we wait with expectation, and we wait 
with hope!

30



23/10/2022

16

31https://jooinn.com/images/taking-cover-1.jpg

3. Focus on His Sovereignty

Reflection:
Q. How can we focus on the sovereignty of God while 
waiting for God's deliverance?
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3. Focus on His Sovereignty

Application:
1. Focus on the Sovereignty of God by doing all that 

we can according to His word. 
2. Pray and wait for God to move hearts or intervene 

accordingly 
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Conclusion:
How to remain Faithful amid Opposition? 
1. Focus on His Word (Wisdom to handle conflict)
2. Focus on His Goodness (Give us hope to live) 
3. Focus on His Sovereignty (Trust in God’s timing)
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Psalm 27:13 (NASB 1995)
I would have despaired unless I had believed that I 

would see the goodness of the Lord
In the land of the living.
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Altar Call:
1. Distressed over an unfounded accusation
2. Disappointed with someone
3. Depressed over a relational conflict


