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CELEBRATING HOPE: Abounding in HOPE
. No Christ, No Hope

Il. Perfecting in Hope, Faith and Love
lll. Abounding in Hope by the Holy Spirit
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CELEBRATING HOPE: Abounding in HOPE The es g In Today

. No Christ, No Hope * Darkness will increase (Isaiah 60:2a)

F— : * Lawlessness will increase (Matthew 24:12)
Il. Perfecting in Hope, Faith and Love

* Knowledge will increase, and misinformation too

lll. Abounding in Hope by the Holy Spirit (Daniel 12:3)

* Evil willincrease through deceivers (2 Timothy 3:13a)

* Deception will increase and spread (2 Timothy 3:13b)



cELEBRATING HOPE: Abounding in HOPE

. No Christ, No Hope

Il. Perfecting in Hope, Faith and Love

lll. Abounding in Hope by the Holy Spirit

The

* Discernment must increase among God’s people
(1 Chronicles 12:32)

es g In Today

* Consequences are accumulating (1 Timothy 5:24)
* God looks at every heart’s inclination (2 Chronicles 16:9)

* The Spirit convicts every soul of sin, righteousness
and judgment (John 16:8)






om God without hope
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Romans 3:23 for all have smned-and fall short of the glory
of God ... Romans 6: 23 P
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Ephesians 2:12 remember that at that time you were separate
from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and
foreigners to the 'fé*_'gVer;éhts of the promise, without hope
and without God in the world.
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Comparing = Jealous Empty
Easily swayed Worried

Competitive = Orphan spirit = Boastful/Defensive




Driven by pressure || Fearful of man | Silly
Misaligned with God’s Word, Will, Way, Wisdom
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. No Christ, No Hope
The Source of True Hope is only in Christ

John 16:33 | have told you these things, so that in ME you may
have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!

| have overcome the world. peeriniwatiied manyigodss
K-hol-ghost-encounter

Colossians 1:27 To them God willed to make known what are
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is

Christ in you, the hope of glory.



. No Christ, No Hope

* When we receive Christ Jesus as our Lord and
Saviour, we have hope

We:
» are saved-justified Romans 5:1; 10:9-10
« are made righteous in Christ 2 Corinthians 5:21

v have access by faith into the fullness of
God’s grace Romans 5:2; Hebrews 4:16
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ll. Perfecting in Hope, Faith and Love CELEBRATING HOPE: Abounding in HOPE
Hope is always linked to: l. No Christ, No Hope

v faith in God’s Word ll. Perfecting in Hope, Faith and Love
lll. Abounding in Hope by the Holy Spirit

v love received from God




ll. Perfecting in Hope, Faith and Love CELEBRATING HOPE: Abounding in HOPE

Hope is always linked to: .
N . No Christ, No Hope
v faith in God’s Word

ll. Perfecting in Hope, Faith and Love
lll. Abounding in Hope by the Holy Spirit

v love received from God

Our discipleship journey is all about maturing,
growing and perfecting in hope, faith and love

The LORD will perfect that which concerns me Psalm 138:8a




Perfecting in HOPE Our discipleship journey is all about maturing, growing

and perfecting in m faith and love
Hebrews 6:19-20

19 This hOpe we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure
and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind

the veil, 20 where the forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus

having become High Priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.



Perfecting in Hope means: Our discipleship journey is all about maturing,
growing and perfecting in m faith and love

* Drawing our hope from God (Hebrews 6:19-20)

* Fixing our focus on Jesus

* Rooting our hope in our relationship with God
e Standing on God’s promises and covenant

* Seeing hope fulfilled as we obey and apply
His Word



We then expect (hope) in the fulfillment Our discipleship journey is all about maturing,
of God’s promises growing and perfecting in m faith and love

Eternal Life Protection  Strength
Healing Provision Grace

Favour Peace Etc.

NCM + MW-man-back surgery



When our source of hope does not come from God,
it comes from our carnal self, or people, or the evil one

e.d. 1 - Hoping for S10 million to suddenly appear
in our bank account - FAT HOPE!

e.g. 2 - Hoping for healing and health without paying
attention to RED (Rest, Exercise and Diet) or
the well-being of our soul (peace and joy)

- WON'T HAPPEN!

NCM-Mike



When our source of hope does not come from God,
it comes from our carnal self, or people, or the evil one

e.g. 3 - Hoping to pass our exams or be promoted
without diligence, competency and character

e.g. 4 - Hoping that our children will grow up well
and walk with God without intentional
biblical parenting/prayer altars



Perfecting in Faith Our discipleship journey is all about maturing, growing
and perfecting in hope, |[Za\lls| and love

Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and

m (finisher-completor) Of our faith ..

(NIV, ESV, Berean, NASB, AMP)

Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing

by the word of God.
Luke 18:8; Jude 3



Experiencing God/ Perfecting in Faith
Journey In Faith

_ Promise fulfilled

¥ 4
, [ ] L]
/’Trual of Faith: 1 Peter 1:6-7

6 ... now for a little while you may have had
to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.

7 ... have come so that the proven
genuineness of your faith—of greater
worth than gold, which perishes even
though refined by fire ,,

Promise
received our belief system = faith + doubts




Experiencing God/ Perfecting in Faith

Journey in Faith
_ Promise fulfilled
s

P 4
’ ) ®
/’ Trial of Faith: 1 Peter 1:6-7

Sometimes we must FIRST deal with sin and
personal baggage Hebrews 12:1

Promise
received




Experiencing God/
Journey in Faith

Promise
received

_ Promise fulfilled

’/

Trial of Faith: 1 Peter 1:6-7

2 Corinthians 4:8-9

We are hard pressed on every side,
but not crushed,;

perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned,;
struck down, but not destroyed.

Time

Perfecting in Faith



Experiencing God/ Perfecting in Faith
Journey In Faith

’

_ Promise fulfilled
,I

’
Trial of Faith: 1 Peter 1:6-7

Hebrews 3:1 Jesus - Apostle and High Priest
of our confession.

---------->

Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold unswervingly

b . to the hope we profess, for he who
romise : : :
' promised is faithful. EEWEEISESIRTTNE:
received

Time




Our discipleship journey is all about maturing, growing

Perfecting in Faith
and perfecting in hope, (Zallls| and love

Galatians 3:2, 5

the hearing of faith

2 Corinthians 4:13

the spirit of faith




Perfecting in Faith

Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped

for, the of things not seen.”i

Fait
Fait
Fait

N is assurance: the foundation and confidence of our hope

N is conviction: the proof and inner certainty of the unseen

N gives us spiritual eyes to see what cannot be seen

physically

Faith is trusting God at work, even when we cannot yet see it

Faith is the bridge between what we hope for and what
we will experience



Perfecting in Faith

Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the of things not seen.”

* Hope says: “God can!” (God’s Promise)
* Faith says: “God willl” (Walk towards His Promise)

So when we place our hope in God’s promises (eternal life,
healing, provision, restoration, etc.) faith is what gives you
the confidence to wait, walk and work towards it!

Romans 8:24-25 “For in this hope we were saved ... but if we hope
for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently”



Perfecting in Faith 2 Corinthians 4:18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen,
but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is
unseen is eternal.

Hope in action (Examples from Hebrews 11)

* Noah hoped in God’s warning and promise, building an ark
before the rain came.

* Abraham hoped in God’s word, believing for a son though
he and Sarah were old.

* Moses hoped in God’s reward, choosing suffering with
God’s people over the fleeting pleasures of Egypt.



Perfecting in Faith Hope in action (A Picture)
A weary traveller walks through a forest at night

No sunlight, no clear path, yet he keeps walking

What keeps him going?

* Hope that the sun will rise

* Faith that each step brings him closer, even in the dark

That's what being a Christian is all about

> Our hope is anchored in God’s promises

> Our faith is the daily walk toward the unseen,
yet certain, sunrise



Perfecting in Faith James 1:2-4
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you

face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing
of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete,

not lacking anything. (faith convictions)



Perfecting in Love

1John 4:18 There is no fear
drives out fearfel=le IV E=R{= 18
has to do with punishment. —

The one who fears is not
made perfect in love.

* Judgment

* Misfortune
* Accidents

* Sickness

Josh - fear thots

* Crisis

* Calamity
* Tragedy

* Disaster

Our discipleship journey is all about maturing, growing
and perfecting in hope, faith and [KeA"4=



Romans 5:5 Now hope does °letdown Perfecting in Love

not disappoint, _} * proven wrong
because the love of God  ° Puttoshame

has been poured out in our * embarrassed
hearts by the Holy Spirit °abandoned..
who was given to us. “Those who hope in Me

will not be put to shame’
Isaiah 49:23




Romans 5:5 Now hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out in our
hearts byJthe Holy Spirit who was given to us.

* God knows best

* We do not know what we do not know - Variables-
Principles at work in the situation

* God holds the “trump card”
* His will is always good, acceptable and perfect (GAP)

Perfecting in Love



Romans 8:28 (NIV) And we know that in all things God Perfecting in che
works for the good of those who love him, (1John 4:19)

who have been called according to his purpose (will).
(2 Timothy 1:9)

1 Corinthians 13:7-8a

7 It (Love) always protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres. 8 Love never fails ...







.‘ To R I E 5 OF @storiesofhope.sg

MEANING OF LIFE
He was a tern.plg medium v:rho In the midst of Stage 4 cancer, HOP E I ' ) 0 0

despised Christians ... until he i was hesled of & skin

fell in love with one condition he had struggled
with since childhood e

HEALTH MEANING OF LIFE

| was planning to get married, This journalist was about to
th:n ngzt cangc;r . © take his life, but found

purpose in transforming lives
of youths in Thailand

Tell Mo Mors = l..‘l* Mlb

How do | invite Jesus into

my life? FAMILY —
FAMILY It took 3 near-death

HEALTH “Death is nothing to fear”: experiences before “a new FAMILY

Raised by temple priestesses, Burn survivor visited a Johnny Lim” was born at the “You this kind of pattern, can

Raymond Mooi now brings peaceful garden with a Man in age of 69 | change meh?”: Hard-drinking
’ ; ; near-death experience party girl exchanges her “bo

God’s healing to the sick liao” lifestyle for something

meaningful

‘ Once tormented by a demonic
spirit, she now brings hope to
others through her paintings




CELEBRATING HOPE: Abounding in HOPE
. No Christ, No Hope

Il. Perfecting in Hope, Faith and Love

lll. Abounding in Hope by the Holy Spirit




lll. Abounding in HOPE by the Holy Spirit

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy

and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Abounding in hope flows from a vibrant, ongoing

relationship with the Holy Spirit



lll. Abounding in HOPE by the Holy Spirit

* Guided by the Spirit - Our daily walk is directed and
governed by Him Galatians 5:16, 18, 25

* Graced by the Spirit - We experience the overflow
of His grace and power in our lives 2 Corinthians 9:8;
Ephesians 3:20

 Growing in the Spirit - We mature continually into
the likeness of Christ Colossians 1:28-29



Outcomes of abounding in Hope: Joy Romans 1bS:1|3 Now rrr]]ay the God o; hop: fillr:/ou W:h ar:I joy and

) : . . peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power
Joy §trength§ns us for the journey Nehemiah 8:10 of the Holy Spirit

* Joy is found in God’s presence Psalm 16:11

How can we enter His presence?
Through thanksgiving and praise Psaim 100:4



Outcomes of abounding in Hope: Peace
* This Peace is found in Christ John 16:33
* His peace guards our hearts and minds Philippians 4:7

* His peace is available for us in every season and
situation 2 Thessalonians 3:16

-WW-eye-Camp-encounter
-S= scams/losses-see cup half full

Romans 15:13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power
of the Holy Spirit.



Apostle Peter:
Personification of Hope, Faith and Love

Context

* 1 & 2 Peter were written to persecuted Jews,
some of whom faced martyrdom

* Peter’s life exemplifies living hope, tested faith and
steadfast love



Hope: 1 Peter 1:3-5 Apostle Peter:
We have Personification of Hope, Faith and Love

* Aliving hope in Christ.

* An inheritance incorruptible, undefiled and
unfading.
This inheritance is reserved in heaven and kept by
the power of God.



Faith: 1 Peter 1:6-7 Apostle Peter:

* Tested by trials, purified like gold 1 Peter 1:6-7 Personification of Hope, Faith and Love

e Faith sometimes wavers, but God sustains
and restores Luke 22:32

* Old Testament saints obtained a good testimony

through faith; Peter’s story continues that legacy
Hebrews 11:39-40



Love: 1 Peter 1:8 —— —
Love God even without seeing Him | HOW Is this possible?
* Trust and believe in Him, el sl ls e
: - : restoration of Peter because
experiencing joy inexpressible

he was loved by the Lord

\_ <
Outcome

1 Peter 4:8: Peter exhorts us to love each other deeply
for love covers over a multitude of sins.

Apostle Peter:
Personification of Hope, Faith and Love



BOTTOM-LINE

Jude 1:20-21: How not to fall? How to abound in Hope?
20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy

m, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in

the m of God, looking for m the mercy of

our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

Mark4 &5

* disciples in a great storm

* Crossed other side-man demonised-tormented-delivered!
* Woman with issue of blood

* Raising Jarius daughter



