


ACTS 16:31

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household (oikos).”
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H o w  d o  I  k n o w  m y  f a i t h  i s  r e a l ?



26 God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee,

27  to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph,
a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

28  The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, 
you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.”

29  Mary was greatly troubled at his words and
wondered what kind of greeting this might be.

Luke 1:26-38



30  But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; 
you have found favour with God.

31  You will conceive and give birth to a son, 
and you are to call him Jesus.

32  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,

33  and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; 
his kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

Luke 1:26-38



35  The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.

36  Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, 
and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month.

37  For no word from God will ever fail.”

38  “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. 
“May your word to me be fulfilled.” 
Then the angel left her.

Luke 1:26-38



1. Mary would give birth to a child even though she was a virgin.

2. This child to parents of humble upbringing would be called great,
given the throne, and his kingdom would never end.

3. Her older relative who was “unable to conceive” was pregnant.

Some very bold claims were being made here …

… it sure would take a lot of faith to believe any of this would come true.



1:29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words

to

1:34 “How will this be?”

to

1:38 “I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.”

Mary went from …

How did she find the faith to believe?



1. The root of our faith

How did she find the faith to believe?

2. The fruit of our faith

Two keys to knowing your faith is real

What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

What distinguishes faith from fat hope? 
For faith to be real, the promises of faith must be proven.

This is the evidence of a real and living God.



1. The root of our faith
What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

A. What we believe must be based on more than feelings.

How was Mary feeling?

“She was greatly troubled.”

“Do not be afraid.”

“How will this be?”

It’s a good thing she didn’t allow her feelings to define her reality!

Every feeling is valid. But not every feeling is helpful.



1. The root of our faith
What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

A. What we believe must be based on more than feelings.

B. What we believe must be based on more than our finite minds.

Mary’s knowledge at that point was limited to what she saw.

She saw herself, a virgin.

She saw Elizabeth, “unable to conceive”.

She could not see the future.

She could not read God’s mind.



1. The root of our faith
What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

A. What we believe must be based on more than feelings.

B. What we believe must be based on more than our finite minds.

“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?
Tell me, if you understand.

Have you ever given orders to the morning,
or shown the dawn its place? 

Do you know the laws of the heavens?
Can you set up God’s dominion over the earth?”

JOB 38:4-33



1. The root of our faith
What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

A. What we believe must be based on more than feelings.

B. What we believe must be based on more than our finite minds.

C. What we believe must be based on more than the words of man.

Other people said that Elizabeth could not have a child.

God said otherwise.

But God didn’t just say it … God made it happen.



1. The root of our faith
What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

A. What we believe must be based on more than feelings.

B. What we believe must be based on more than our finite minds.

C. What we believe must be based on more than the words of man.

D. The more evidence we have, the more it informs what we believe.

If God was right about Elizabeth, and right about Mary conceiving …
why would Mary have reason to doubt anything else God says?



1. The root of our faith
What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

A. What we believe must be based on more than feelings.

B. What we believe must be based on more than our finite minds.

C. What we believe must be based on more than the words of man.

D. The more evidence we have, the more it informs what we believe.

“For no Word from God will ever fail” is a bold statement.
Because, if any Word ever fails, the whole house of cards falls apart.

Who would dare issue such a claim … unless it is true?



1. The root of our faith
What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

A. What we believe must be based on more than feelings.

B. What we believe must be based on more than our finite minds.

C. What we believe must be based on more than the words of man.

D. The more evidence we have, the more it informs what we believe.

The question is, are we open to examining the evidence?



1. The root of our faith
What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

A. What we believe must be based on more than feelings.

B. What we believe must be based on more than our finite minds.

C. What we believe must be based on more than the words of man.

D. The more evidence we have, the more it informs we what we believe.

The question is, are we open to examining the evidence?

Speaking of evidence … join us next Sunday (Dec 21) for:

HOW DO I KNOW CHRISTMAS IS REAL?



1. The root of our faith
What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

So ... what is faith?

It is a belief not merely based on feelings, 
not finitely limited by our minds, not merely on what man tells us.

It is a belief, backed by evidence, that if there is a God,
and He is all-powerful … and He can accomplish what He promises;

and if He is all-knowing … then His Word will never fail;
and if He is all-loving … then His Word is good for us and worth believing!

Faith is our confidence in the faithfulness of God.



1. The root of our faith
What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

So ... what is faith?

“Now faith is the assurance (confidence) of things hoped for, 
the conviction (evidence) of things not seen.” HEBREWS 11:1

The root of our faith is not what we know or see …
but that God knows and sees everything.

The proof of faith is when the “things not seen” actually come to pass, 
just as Mary experienced. When we personally see the evidence of God.

And that’s when we learn He truly is all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving!



1. The root of our faith

2. The fruit of our faith

Two keys to knowing your faith is real

What is the basis of your beliefs? What is the source of your surety?

What distinguishes faith from fat hope? 
For faith to be real, the promises of faith must be proven.

This is the evidence of a real and living God.



2. The fruit of our faith
What distinguishes faith from fat hope? 

For faith to be real, the promises of faith must be proven.
This is the evidence of a real and living God.

Mary had to wait exactly 3 and 9 months 
to prove if God’s word was true.

The time between hearing the promise and 
the fulfilment of the promise is what we call the test of faith.

But once tested and proven, this should breed in us
Conviction • Confidence • Assurance in the Maker of the promise.



2. The fruit of our faith
What distinguishes faith from fat hope? 

For faith to be real, the promises of faith must be proven.
This is the evidence of a real and living God.

But once tested and proven, this should breed in us
Conviction • Confidence • Assurance in the Maker of the promise.

This is important because there is ONE test of faith that can only be 
categorically proven after we die: Is Jesus the Saviour?



2. The fruit of our faith
What distinguishes faith from fat hope? 

For faith to be real, the promises of faith must be proven.
This is the evidence of a real and living God.

This is important because there is ONE test of faith that can only be 
categorically proven after we die: Is Jesus the Saviour?

“… though now for a while you may have to suffer grief in all kinds of trials (tests). 
These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith … may result in praise, 

glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen Him, 
you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him

and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving 
the end-result of your faith: the salvation of your soul.

1 PETER 1:6-9



2. The fruit of our faith
What distinguishes faith from fat hope? 

For faith to be real, the promises of faith must be proven.
This is the evidence of a real and living God.

Until then, we draw confidence from our lived experiences/evidence 
of FAITH MADE REAL. When God comes through in undeniable ways!

The Body of Christ forms a body of evidence that YES, God is real.

Whenever someone has a verifiable, personal experience of God, 
God is reminding us that He is all-powerful, all-knowing and all-loving.

Even better when that someone is YOU!



STORIES OF FAITH #1
E V I D E N C E  O F  T H E  R E A L I T Y  O F  A  G O D  W H O  I S  
A L L - P O W E R F U L ,  A L L - K N O W I N G  &  A L L - L O V I N G



W I L L I A M  L O K E
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

B E T H E S D A  C A R E  S E R V I C E S



W I L L I A M  L O K E
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

B E T H E S D A  C A R E  S E R V I C E S

Oct 2025 Blood test results

https://medlineplus.gov/potassium.html



W I L L I A M  L O K E
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

B E T H E S D A  C A R E  S E R V I C E S

26 Nov Blood test results



W I L L I A M  L O K E
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

B E T H E S D A  C A R E  S E R V I C E S

Discharged 26 Nov • Flew off 27 Nov



W I L L I A M  L O K E
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

B E T H E S D A  C A R E  S E R V I C E S

Returned 1 Dec • Checkup on 4 Dec



STORIES OF FAITH #2
E V I D E N C E  O F  T H E  R E A L I T Y  O F  A  G O D  W H O  I S  
A L L - P O W E R F U L ,  A L L - K N O W I N G  &  A L L - L O V I N G









National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council Red Rainfall Warning

“Expect heavy rains, flooding and landslides.”











STORIES OF FAITH #3
E V I D E N C E  O F  T H E  R E A L I T Y  O F  A  G O D  W H O  I S  
A L L - P O W E R F U L ,  A L L - K N O W I N G  &  A L L - L O V I N G







What now?

I don’t have 
all the answers. 

I don’t have 
absolute clarity. 

What I have is 
faith: The absolute 
conviction that 
my God is faithful 
and His Word 
will never fail.



What about you?

Do you have the reality of a God who is
all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving
in your life?

God is real. 

His love is real.

Faith is justified. 

Will you take the next step of faith?


